Cos AgriCos e-Newsletter

l e-Newsletter  Open Access Multidisciplinary Monthly Online Magazine
ISSN: 2582-7049 Volume: 06 Issue: 07 July 2025 Article No: 02

Application of CRISPR Technology in Aquaculture

J. Bovas Joel
TNJFU- Dr. M. G. R Fisheries College and Research Institute, Thalainayeru, Tamil Nadu (India)

SUMMARY

Aquaculture occupies the crossroads of expanding world demand for seafood and mounting disease
and environmental pressures. With selective breeding and antibiotic treatment at their limits, the arrival on the
scene of gene-editing tools introduces a new paradigm. Among them, CRISPR-Cas9 is the one that stands out
due to its accuracy, cost-effectiveness, and versatility. This piece delves into the groundbreaking applications of
CRISPR technology in aquaculture—ranging from boosting disease resistance and growth performance to
nutritional quality and genetic containment. With operational viability across species such as tilapia, salmon,
and carp, gene editing is no longer a promise on the horizon but an active force driving aquatic farming.
Although challenges of access, ethics, and regulation persist, CRISPR brings an opportunity for a more secure,
sustainable, and science-led future for world aquaculture.

INTRODUCTION

Lurking beneath our seas, rivers, and lakes is an impending crisis: the world’s seafood demand is
growing at a rate that exceeds the capacity of nature to react. Aquaculture, or the farming of fish, shellfish, and
aquatic crops, has emerged as a compelling solution—already producing over half of the world’s seafood. Even
this booming industry, however, has impediments of supreme significance. Disease outbreaks, slow growth rates,
environmental degradation, and rising input prices are threats to productivity as much as sustainability. Fish
farmers have been using techniques such as chemical treatment and selective breeding to manage these problems
for decades. Marvelous as they are, they are labor-intensive and usually environmentally damaging. The
breakthrough arrived with the invention of CRISPR (Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short Palindromic
Repeats)—a cell’s Swiss Army knife, which works like a molecular scalpel, enabling scientists to edit the DNA
of living things with precision accuracy. Unlike conventional gene editing, CRISPR can enhance indigenous
genes without introducing foreign substances, giving a cleaner and more accurate solution. This story explores
the ways in which CRISPR is being applied to edit the genetic destiny of aquaculture—disease-resistance fish,
growth and feed improvement, nutritional enhancement, and biosafety through breeding control. From trout and
flounder to tilapia and carp, the CRISPR revolution is not on the horizon but has already arrived.
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Figure 1. The conceptual framework outlines how the CRISPR-Cas9 model can be applied to enhance desirable
traits in fish, with the ultimate goal of improving food availability. Source:mdpi.com
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Improving Aquaculture Disease Resistance

Disease poses the most serious threat to productivity in aquaculture. Overcrowded sea cages tend to be
disease hotspots, and if diseases take hold, they can spread quickly and result in mass stock losses. The use of
antibiotics to treat these diseases has given rise to the manic problems of antibiotic resistance and environmental
contamination. CRISPR can offer a long-term sustainable solution—by boosting the innate immunity of the fish.
In a highly publicized case, scientists aimed for the genome of disease bacterium Edwardsiella piscicida, a lethal
flounder pathogen. By disabling a major gene, they turned the pathogen into a safe strain used today as a live
attenuated vaccine that provokes the fish immune response without disease. Likewise, in rainbow trout, CRISPR
was employed to upgrade the Mx gene, an important element of antiviral immunity. The CRISPR-edited trout
were significantly more resistant to viral hemorrhagic septicemia. In European sea bass, the TLR2 gene, which is
involved in identifying bacterial invaders, was edited, causing the fish to survive longer and recover faster from
bacterial infection. By inducing natural immunity with accurate genetic modifications, CRISPR obviates the use
of high doses of drugs while maintaining fish well-being. Not only is it ensured that there is more productivity,
but also safeguarding aquatic life systems from pharmaceutical effluents.

Acceleration of Growth and Enhancement of Nutrition

Success in aquaculture also depends on how quickly and well fish grow. The faster-growing strains
become marketable size faster, require less feed, and minimize wastage in the environment. CRISPR allows
researchers to tinker with genes governing growth hormones, metabolism, and muscle development—providing a
pathway to faster, more intelligent production. For example, tilapia having been genetically edited through
CRISPR to control the GH/IGF-1 axis achieved 30% growth rates over their non-edited counterparts. Excessive
growth hormone receptor (GHR) gene overexpression in common carp reduced commercialization time. Besides
lowering production costs, this eliminates the pressure on feed inputs—one of the most expensive inputs to
aquaculture. CRISPR also boosts aquaculture fish nutritional value. Researchers have gene-edited EloviI2 in
tilapia, i.e., the gene to transform dietary fats into long-chain omega-3 fatty acids. Result? More omega-3 content
in fish, to the advantage of improved cardiovascular health for those who consume them. This would place
aquaculture on the global map as healthier food producer than even wild-catch.

Gene Containment and Environmental Safety

One of the biggest fears concerning genetically modified organisms (GMOs) is escape and cross-
breeding with the wild population. With such open systems as sea cages and ponds, it is always on the cards for
inadvertent release. Should gene-edited fish cross-breed with wild relatives, the balance of nature would be
upset. Scientists are employing CRISPR to implement genetic containment methods to ward off this. One method
involves sterilizing the fish and preventing them from reproducing even if they escape. In zebrafish, knockout of
the cypl9ala gene, which plays a key role in estrogen synthesis, made the fish totally sterile but had no effect on
growth or behavior. In tilapia, dmrtl gene inhibition—a gene essential in testis development—produced males
that were incapable of producing sperm. These gene “off switches” prevent changed traits from “escape” into the
environment. Conditional sterility has also been looked into by some scientists, where fertility can be turned off
and on via diet or environmental factors.These advances introduce biological controls that are less humane and
more specific than physical barriers or chemical sterilization. By doing so, CRISPR not only increases
productivity but also settles one of the largest ethics and environmental issues of biotechnology in aquaculture.

Ethical Issues, Regulation, and Future Perspectives

Although CRISPR unveils new opportunities, so do there exist as well inherent challenges. Gene-
edited fish still have underdeveloped regulatory systems. Nations vary regarding the classification and approval
of CRISPR-modified organisms—some view them as ordinary GMOs, while others regard them as special as
they do not contain foreign DNA.Public tolerance is the other deciding factor. Consumer confidence is based on
transparency, labeling, and ethical deployment. Involving the public in giving correct, comprehensible
information will be instrumental in eliminating myths and leading to informed decision-making. Equity and
access are also at stake. Will small-scale, traditional aquaculture farmers have access to CRISPR-based
technologies, or will the big agribusinesses monopolize them? Ensuring gene editing benefits are shared fairly
across the aquaculture industry will be the measure of its ethical success.But the possibility is enormous.
CRISPR will be able to make strong aquaculture businesses, disease-free shrimp, omega-3 fatty acid-rich
salmon, and farms that give less of a footprint on our Earth. As the University of Virginia’s Dr. David Parichy so
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succinctly states: “CRISPR lets us work with nature’s blueprint to build a resilient food system—if we use it
wisely.”

CONCLUSION

Briefly, CRISPR technology is a quantum leap for aquaculture, providing accurate, efficient, and eco-
friendly solutions to age-old problems such as disease outbreaks, sluggish growth, and inefficient feeding. As a
method of improving naturally occurring characteristics without the addition of foreign DNA, gene editing is in
harmony with scientific progress and ecological responsibility. Although regulatory, ethical, and societal issues
need to be debated, the likely advantages—from improved fish health and diminished use of antibiotics to
improved food security—are significant. Used judiciously and fairly, CRISPR might bring aquaculture into an
era of resilience, productivity, and sustainability.
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